
Good Friends And Family
Maybe it’s living your entire life breathing mountain air. Or possibly working 
hard for 48 years at Pickens Cotton Mill. Or it could be living each day surround-
ed by kind people.

Whatever the reason, it has enabled 98-year-old Tessie Mas-
ters to become the oldest recipient of Pickens County Meals 
on Wheels. 
Recently she sat in her Pickens home with a smile on her 
face looking decades younger than her two years shy of a 
century. “God has been good to me,” Tessie said. “My neigh-
bors look out for me and often come by and sit in the yard to 
chat. I like to talk,” she said. 
She has a lot to talk about. Widowed for 29 years, Tessie 
is the mother of one daughter and grandmother of a boy 
and girl. “My parents came from large families, and they all 
lived a long time.  My Mother used to work all day at the 

mill then come home and work in the field while raising all the children and she never 
complained.” 
Although Tessie’s family is small by comparison, she is grateful for the ones she has around 
her. “My daughter takes me to the grocery story and my granddaughter takes me to the 
doctor.  Every once in a while they take me out to dinner,” she added.  “And although I 
don’t have any great-grandchildren, there are children around the neighborhood who I 
enjoy being around.”
It’s easy to see how Pickens County would think of Tessie Masters as more than just the 
lady who lives next door. Tessie went to work at the cotton mill when she was 14 years old 
and worked there full time until she retired at the age of 62. She has given her life to the 
town, raised her family here, and worshipped at East Pickens Baptist Church. Now the 
community is gladly giving back to her.
“I’d love to still be able to cook for myself,” she said, “but it does tire me out. I’d like to be 
able to get out and mow my lawn and go visit with people.  But I have to stay here in the 
house now, watching my church services on TV and visiting with people who come by.”
Among those much-welcomed visitors are Meals on Wheels volunteers. When asked about 
the volunteers, Tessie began happily rattling off names: “There’s Emma Lou Grant, and 
Don Couch, Jane Underwood Wyche, Barry Durham, Janie Day and that girl that comes 
with her, Elaine Murray, they both come during their lunch hour from the bank. And 
there’s that really really nice man whose name slipped my mind, but he’s always so nice. 
They’re all such nice people.”
For Tessie Masters, Pickens County Meals on Wheels isn’t a nameless agency giving to 
nameless people. They are volunteers giving their time and their hearts to people in the 
community who have given so much to them. In Pickens, the volunteers and recipients are 
good neighbors. They are family. 

Helen Turnage, Guest Writer

From the Mailbox...
“…I cannot imagine not delivering meals.  I know that the people I deliver meals to 
receive a blessing, besides the food.  One lady says, “Hello, Sunshine” when I walk in the door.  
Another watches the clock from her bed waiting for the Meals on Wheels driver.  One day when I 
was a few minutes late, one of my men asked, “Where have you been?  I was worried about you.”  
Needless to say, I probably receive as much, or more of a blessing than they do.  I can be feeling kind 
of “down,” and by the time I am on my way with the meals, I have forgotten about myself and am 
thinking about my people.           

Thank you Pickens County Meals on Wheels for a wonderful service to all of these people.  Thanks 
also to everyone who keeps this service functioning.  And, I thank my God for providing a good 
vehicle and gas to do this work. I am looking forward to delivering for a long time to come.”                                    
– Mary Learn, Meals on Wheels Volunteer for 8 years
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Welcome 
New Volunteers & 
New Driving Teams!

Sun Trust Liberty 
Branch
Pickens Rotary Club
Heritage Healthcare of 
Pickens
Marie Barton
Kerri Blanton
Andrew Brawner
Philip Brawner
Nath Briley
Lizzie Burnett
Jim Capaldi
Beverly Carroll
Linda Cassell
Jewell Chappell
Daniel Crosby
Gina Durham
Connor Edwards 
Lewis Edwards
Elizabeth Falwell
Anne Frasure
Annah Gainey
Jeannie T. Gilstrap
Jacy Grant
Brenda Greer

Phil Greer
Patti Gwinn
Amanda Harrison
Travis G. Hatton
Donna Hendricks
Elizabeth Hendricks
Mat Herndon
Davey Hiott
Harry Holiday
Allyson Howell
Dawn  Lovell 
Doris Madden
Jim McGann
Kim McGuire
John McKenzie
David Mitchell
Charlie Roberts
Ryan Smith
Thelma Smith
Lee Sneed
Denise Trotter
Helen Turnage
Erica Van Wagner
Barbara Welborn

from

MEALS ON WHEELS

Happy       Holidays!

2010 Board of  Directors
Jan Childress – Chairman
Sam Wyche – Vice Chairman
Todd Griggs – Secretary
Marvin Ellenburg – Treasurer

Drake Curry 
Amanda Dow
Daniel Lee
LouAnn Lewis
Gerald Reese

Harry Rivers
M.J. Simpson
Lynn Soenen
Bart Turner

Staff
Meg Benko – Executive Director
Meta Bowers – Program Manager
Amy F. Wilson – Assistant Director
Robyn Easlick – Development Associate

Celebrating

 30 years
                  o

f serving others!



Tributes: Memorials and Honorariums	 6.7.10 to 11.6.2010

	 Charles and Dawn Fortner
	 Charles L. and Dorothy L. Rogers
	 Charles and Jennifer Champagne
	 Cornerstone National Bank
	 Ethel Taylor, Ken and Mildred Cobb
	 Grady and Ramona Huff
	 Hal Banks
	 Harold L. Hix, Sr.
	 Harry and Beverly Carson
	 J. Rodger Anthony
	 Jerry Barton, Olin, James, and Don  
	 John and Lorie Hickey
	 Ray and Donna Hickey and  

Tom and Sharion Hickey
	 Lynne P. Dyches
	 Michael and Sandra Hunter
	 Mr. and Mrs. Don S. Grant and  

Mr. and Mrs. D. Sid Grant, Jr.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Jenkins
	 Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Gregory
	 Mrs. Willard Shaloski
	 Pickens Country Club Ladies Golf Association
	 Pride Mechanical & Fabrication Co., Inc.
	 Tri-County Technical College Foundation, Inc.
	 W. David and Louise W. Gravely
	 Walter L. Dub Brooks
	 Will, Phyllis and Stephen Sheriff
Mrs. Mildred Howard: Dr. Michael Welborn
Christopher Matthew James:  

Dan and Cynthia Phillips
Nancy M. Jones: Mr. and Mrs. Jim Stuckey
Mildred Riggins Landreth: Bill and Becky 

Owens
	 Monaghan Chapter 82 OES
John Lukomske: Bill and Kathy Loffler
Bea McCall: Sandra and Wendell Muller, Sr.
Mamie McCall: C.M. and Joan Bowen
Roger Meeks: Anonymous
Margie Nalley: Mr. and Mrs. Howard Elling
Russ Newhall: Jim and Betty Garrison
Reverand Norman Newton:  

Blue Ridge Electric Cooperative
	 Dunn Custom Builders LLC
	 Janie G. and John F. Day
	 David and Sue Hiott
	 Tommy and Barbara McKinney
	 Tommy J. and Violet L. Stephens

Memorials
Tribute: Donor 

Emily Acker: Sid Acker
Bobbie Tucker Attaway: Grover Owings
Joe Nelson Bowen: C.M. and Joan Bowen
Raymond Brewer: JoAnn Roper
Hagood Bridgeman: Hoyt and Laura Grant
Elizabeth Brown: Bertha Walker Knox
	 Bob and Liz Lynch
	 Dianne Chinnes
	 Donald and Vera Brown
	 Dorothy M. Harrell
	 Mae Durham
	 Cecil Durham and Family
	 Faye Norton and Family
	 Donna Smith and Family
	 Mary and Charles Myers, Jr.
	 Minnie and Vernon Bradham
	 Mrs. T. Wayne Brown
	 Quillen and June Finley
	 Richard "Tim" and Mary Babb
Nell Carman:  

Robert A. and Elizabeth C. Carman
	 Kenneth and Nancy Gantt
	 Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Gantt and Family
	 Patti and Harold Waters
	 Rice's Creek Baptist Church
Johnny Craig: Janie G. and John F. Day
Betty Sue Dilworth: Open Door Ladies Sunday 

School Class Nine Forks Church
Rachel C. Durham: Mat and Jane Herndon
Joan Farry: Carl and Shirley Batson
Grace Fields: JoAnn Cobb
Harold Finley: Emory V. and Joy C. Jones
Dr. Don Garrison: Dr. Michael Welborn
Sue Granger: The PHBE Retired Lunch Group
Dennis Gravely: Elva Davenport
J. Charlie Green: Ethel Taylor and Family
Blaine Greene: Walter and Mary Lois Brown
Reba Grist: Phyllis Spearman
John R. Holcombe: Anita and Jay Basinger
Russell Holcombe: Sam and Peggy Holcombe
Beatrice Hollis: W. A.  and Doris L. Carr
Steven Hooper: Barbara F. Kelley
	 Bill Black Electric Co., Inc.
	 Charles "Mack" Maxwell

	 Jim and Ann Whitworth
Lewis Orr: Jane L. Hipp
Elizabeth Owen: Central Red Hats
Rene Owens: Marylyn G. Hill
Polly Pace: Better Homes and Gardens Club
Darlene Parks: Easley Moose Lodge No. 2219
	 John and Elna Wargo
	 Pickens County Shrine Club
	 Sandra L. Rogan
Carrol Pell: Walter and Lois Brown
Clarence C. Phillips, Jr.:  

Dan and Cynthia Phillips
Edna Phillips: Dan and Cynthia Phillips
Dorothy Pittman: Mary H. Lark
Mary Podell: Emory V. and Joy C. Jones
Bill Rauschenbach: Olin and Jane Craig
Linda Robinson: Clint and Donna R. Owens
	 C.G. Shirley Sunday School Class of Pickens 

View Wesleyan Church
	 Lloyd L. and Betty R. Cantrell
	 Martha Banks
	 Mr. and Mrs. Nelson McLeod
	 Mr. and Mrs. William Camp
	 Mr. and Mrs. Billy Thibodeaux
	 Mrs. Jerry McLeod
	 The James P. Vaughan Family
Billy Wayne Roper: JoAnn Roper
Winnie Roper: Dean and Susan Parker
	 Willie Mae Roper
Dale Sellheim: Susan Sellheim
Dan Smith: Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Basinger
	 JoAnn Cobb
Wilma Snyder: Jim Stuckey
Mr. Lowell Southerland: Dr. Michael Welborn
Leola "Lee" Steele:  

Donny and Gail Stewart and Family
	 Eddie and Barbara Welmaker
	 Judy Harrison
	 Karyn Elrod
	 Louis Hank and Michele Fisher
	 Louise Hunter and Karen McCall
	 MaryM. Reeves and Anna R. Steele
	 Micky and Mary Medlin and Sarah Willis
	 Ms. Jo Brewer

Honorariums
Tribute: Donor

Joe G. Black: William and Jane Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Mac Bolding:  

Barry Durham and Sandra Gillespie
Peggy Brower: Linda B. Kelley
Tiny Carter: David and Donna Stone
Joanne Dean: Dr. J. Thomas Dean
Reverend David Dickerson: Marylyn Hill
Oleta Farr: W. Allen Toole
Jimmie J. Haynes: Stacey Haynes
Violet Holcombe: Brad and Frankie Chaney
Grady Huff: Sam and Peggy Holcombe
Michael and Beverly Jenkins: Inez H. Morgan
Ruby Jenkins: Inez H. Morgan
Effie Lee Masters: Elaine Henderson
The Dedicated Drivers who Deliver to my Mother, 

Mary Mitchell: Marilyn M. Hollingsworth
Florence Parker: Walt and Carol Sinnamon
Ruth Saad: Bertie M. Clark and June C. Bowers

Mission Statement: Pickens County Meals on Wheels exists to combat the effects of hunger, loneliness and isolation on those living in Pickens County, and to provide a lifeline through the use of caring volunteers.Greetings from the 
Chairman
Dear Friends,

Mother Theresa said, 
“If you can’t feed a 
hundred people, then 
just feed one.” Every-
day, Meals on Wheels 
of Pickens County 
seeks to eliminate hunger 
one-by-one for the elderly and homebound in 
our community.  It’s because of our donors, 
board, staff, and volunteers that we are able to 
move this mission forward.  

As we approach the holiday season, my heart 
is full of gratitude for everyone involved in this 
organization.  From coordinators, to drivers, 
to donors, every aspect that you so graciously 
volunteer to do makes an impact on someone.  
It would be easy to have the attitude of, “Some-
one else will do it,” but you take the responsi-
bility upon yourself to make sure every need 
is met.  We have come a long way from our 
humble beginnings of serving ten individuals 
per day to serving over 50,000 meals per year.  
There are not sufficient words to thank you for 
your support.

In 2011, we will continue to face the ever-
present challenge of moving more Meals on 
Wheels applicants from the waiting list to the 
served daily list.  To accomplish this goal we 
will need additional funding and volunteers.  
The current economic downturn has made our 
path of growth a more arduous one, but we 
have faith that the community will continue to 
sustain this life-giving program as we close this 
year and look forward to the new.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve 
as chairman of this great organization.  I am 
deeply honored to have worked alongside of 
you in serving our community.  As I reflect on 
the past year, I cherish the memories of board 
meetings, interactions with our recipients 
and volunteers, and continued growth of our 
organization.  

With much gratitude,

Jan Childress

	 Mr. and Mrs. Tom Brezeale
	 Mr. and Mrs. Sam McDonald
	 Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Brezeale
	 Mr. and Mrs. David Brezeale
	 The Larry Porter, Sr. Family
	 Wallace and Faye Rogers
	 W. Todd and Kim G. Saunders
Andy Stewart: Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Basinger	
Leland Stewart: Judy and Mitchell Lee Stewart
Lois Thompson: Janie G. and John F. Day
Carolyn Tomlinson:  

R. Murray and Martha L. Hughes
Mrs. Evelyn Watson: Evelyn Davis and Don Davis
Marge Whelan: Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hancock
Kathryn Whitaker: Willie Mae Roper
Jane P. Williams: Anonymous
Edna C. Yates: Ben O'Hanlan and Sarah Beasley
	 Champion Aerospace
	 Charles S. and Billie A. Shaw
	 Dean and Susan Parker
	 Gap Hill Church of God
	 Horace and Nancy Jones
	 James R. and Sheila M. Williams
	 Jane and Olin Craig
	 Dr. J. M. and Judy P. Alexander
	 Liberty Masonic Lodge No. 235
	 Louise Hunter
	 Mayor, Council and Employees of the  

City of Liberty
	 Mr. and Mrs. Doyle Yates
	 Norman and Mae Bell Baldwin
	 R. Jennings and Oleta S. Farr
	 Rollin and Fran Butler
	 Sonja Phillips and Azile Blanchett
Robert and Clara Yost: Barbara Sons

Give 
the Gift 

that Gives 
All Year Long

Adopt a Senior in 2011 for  
as little as $1,125.

You can give by…

•   Mailing a check to: Pickens County Meals on Wheels
P.O. Box 184

Easley, SC 29641
•   Donating online at www.pcmow.org using secure PayPal

•   Recognizing a loved one with an honorarium or memorial
•  Contacting us at 855-3770 to make a gift of appreciated stock or to include 

Meals on Wheels in your estate plan or will

Please, be the person who gives.
We need your support.


